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7th Grade Social Studies Key Concepts 
These are the 100 biggest things to remember from this year. 

Highlight each concept when you answer its question correctly on one of our LtoJ quizzes!   

 

Research & Skills 

1. A primary source is a firsthand or eyewitness account of an event.   

2. A secondary source is based on research of an event. 

3. Objective research or statements are unbiased, they are based on facts. 

4. Subjective research or statements are biased, they are based on personal feelings or 

emotions. 

 

Geography 

5. The best way to understand a map is to read its title and key.   

6. A map key explains what the symbols, lines, and colors on the map represent.  

7. Political maps show something like a country or state is there. Physical maps show what is 

there by focusing on natural features.  Historical maps show what happened there. 

8. Maps can show detail of large or small areas but are distorted. 

9. Globes are an accurate scale model of earth but do not show much detail. 

10. Regions are places that share common features like climate, land, language, or government. 

11. Regions are used to compare and contrast locations. 

 

Westward Expansion 

12. The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the US in 1803. 

13. Manifest Destiny was the belief that God wanted America to stretch from the Atlantic 

Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. 

14. Americans moved West for religious freedom, to get rich, and tall tales about the land. 

15. Arizona was acquired from Mexico in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo & Gadsden Purchase. 

 

 

Pre-Civil War 

16. The major causes of the Civil War were economics, sectionalism, states’ rights, & slavery. 

17. States’ rights is the idea that states decide what is best, not the federal (national) 

government. 

18. Nationalism is feeling your country is more important than the town, city, state, or region 

you live in.   

19. Sectionalism is believing the town, city, state, or region you live in is more important than 

the rest of the country. 



 
2 

 

20. Protective tariffs are taxes that make goods from other countries more expensive than 

American goods; America then has more money to use. 

21. The South hated tariffs because Europe paid them in credit (like a gift card), not cash, so 

they had to buy more expensive European goods instead of cheaper American goods. 

22. Only 1/3 of whites owned slaves in the South before the Civil War; most of the others 

wanted a slave but couldn’t afford one. 

23. The cotton gin cleaned 50 times more cotton than by hand and led to an increase in cotton 

plantations, slavery, and cotton production. 

24. Cotton  money  slave  more cotton  more money  cotton gin  more cotton  

more money  more slaves etc. 

25. Slaves were bought/sold at auctions, fed in troughs, & viewed as property by their owners.   

26. The Underground Railroad was a network of escape routes for slaves from the South to the 

North with safehouses (stations) ran by conductors (abolitionists) for them to stay at.   

27. Abolitionists tried to end slavery by speaking, writing, and being conductors on the 

Underground Railroad. 

28. The Missouri Compromise kept the balance of power between free & slave states in the 

Senate in 1820. 

29. The Compromise of 1850 made the North happy by making California a free state. 

30. The South agreed to the Compromise of 1850 because the Fugitive Slave Act helped 

slave0020owners recapture their escaped slaves. 

31. The Fugitive Slave Act made northerners either choose to break the law and oppose slavery 

or obey the law and support slavery. 

32. Uncle Tom’s Cabin helped northerners understand what slavery was really like. 

33. Southerners said Uncle Tom’s Cabin did not correctly portray slavery and was essentially 

lies. 

34. The Kansas-Nebraska Act used popular sovereignty (voting) to allow territories to decide 

whether to allow or ban slavery. 

35. Abraham Lincoln personally believed slavery was “a moral, a social, and a political wrong”. 

36. Politically Abraham Lincoln believed slavery should not be abolished or expanded. 

37. The South seceded after Lincoln’s election because of their sectionalist belief in states’ 

rights, & that Lincoln would abolish slavery. 
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Civil War 

38. At the beginning of the Civil War the North had more people, factories, factory workers, 

and railroad mileage than the South. 

39. The South’s advantages in the Civil War were able, experienced generals (like Robert E. Lee 

and Stonewall Jackson) and fighting to defend their home. 

40. Border states were Union slave states during the Civil War. 

41. The first shots of the Civil War were fired at Fort Sumter when Lincoln told Confederates he 

was resupplying the fort. 

42. Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy’s best and most important general, did not agree with 

slavery, secession, or states’ rights.  

43. The Union could have potentially ended the Civil War after the bloodiest day (Antietam 

1862) & bloodiest battle (Gettysburg 1863) by pursuing defeated Confederate troops. 

44. The Emancipation Proclamation only freed slaves in Confederate states, not border states. 

45. After the Emancipation Proclamation, many Northerners viewed the Civil War as a war to 

liberate slaves instead of a war to keep the nation together.  

46. Europe decided not to support & help the Confederacy after Union victories at Gettysburg 

& Vicksburg in July 1863. 

47. Disease was the biggest killer of the Civil War due to horrible living/camp conditions and 

not understanding how infection spread. 

48. The Union won the Civil War. 

 

Reconstruction 

49. Lincoln wanted Reconstruction to be quick and easy for the South with “malice towards 

none and charity for all”. 

50. John Wilkes Booth killed President Lincoln to bring freedom to the South; the opposite 

happened when most Northerners wanted to punish the South afterward.  

51. The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) began as a social club for ex-Confederate soldiers but became a 

secret terrorist organization targeting anyone who wanted to change the South. 

52. The KKK continued because of its secrecy, people fearing them, and Southerners agreeing 

with why they did what they did (not wanting to change the South). 

53. The 13th Amendment banned (abolished) slavery. 

54. The 14th Amendment gave anyone born in the US citizenship, equal rights, & equal 

protection (of the law). 

55. The 15th Amendment said no man could be stopped from voting because of their “race, 

color, or previous condition of servitude” (if they used to be a slave). 

56. The South used poll taxes, literacy tests, and grandfather clauses to prevent African 

Americans from voting until the 1960s.  
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57. The Plessy vs. Ferguson “separate but equal” ruling created Jim Crow Laws that kept the 

South segregated until the 1960s. 

 

Industrialization 

58. During America’s Industrial Revolution in the Gilded Age, people began working with 

machines instead of their hands, earning wages, and manufacturing replaced farming as 

America’s main source of income.  

59. Many workers in the Gilded Age worked in sweatshops – cheap, dark, and stuffy factories 

that paid low wages to workers, especially to women & children. 

60. During the Gilded Age workers formed labor unions and went on strike to gain better 

working conditions, pay, and many benefits we still have today. 

61. Most immigrants and the poor lived in old, run-down, dangerous, dark, crowded, & stuffy 

tenements during the Gilded Age. 

62. A monopoly is a business that controls an industry by wiping out its competitors then 

charging whatever price it wants. 

63. Trusts are combinations of businesses that work together to control an industry and 

determine pricing. 

64. Many philanthropists who gave large amounts of money to charities and public works were 

also robber barons who became wealthy using dishonest business practices during the 

Gilded Age. 

65. The Industrial Revolution, steel, electricity, and immigration led to urbanization - the 

growth & expansion of cities.  

66. Products created on an assembly line, like Henry Ford’s Model-T, were faster to make, 

cheaper to make, and cheaper to buy. 

 

Immigration 

67. Push factors make someone want to leave their country.  Pull factors make someone come 

to a certain country. 

68. Major pull factors that drew immigrants to America were economic opportunity (jobs), 

freedom, and abundant land. 

69. The inspections & interviews at Ellis Island determined whether or not European 

immigrants were allowed to enter America or sent back to their original country. 

70. Immigrants provided a steady & cheap workforce for American businesses. 

71. Immigrants would often take dangerous jobs for less money than Americans causing some 

Americans to dislike them. 

72. Immigrants brought their languages, beliefs, customs, & traditions to America making 

America a “melting pot” or mixed salad of cultures. 
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Progressivism 

73. Progressive Americans wanted to reform and improve democracy, society, and the 

economy. 

74. During the Progressive Era, new technologies and factory-made goods gave women more 

free time and job opportunities. 

75. Income taxes replaced protective tariffs in the early 1900s as the government’s main source 

of money. 

76. The 18th Amendment established Prohibition which made buying, selling, making, or 

transporting alcohol illegal.  

77. Americans who supported Prohibition wanted to stop social effects of alcohol abuse – 

crime, family breakups, and poverty.  

78. Prohibition led to an increase in organized crime, bootleggers who illegally made & sold 

alcohol, and illegal bars & nightclubs called speakeasies. 

79. The 19th Amendment granted women their suffrage (right to vote). 

 

Imperialism 

80. Imperialism is a stronger country using its military, money, or politics to take control of a 

weaker country or area. 

81. Imperialist countries want to control other areas to gain cheap raw materials, access to new 

markets to sell things, or to spread their culture. 

82. Teddy Roosevelt declared the US would begin “helping” Latin American countries who were 

unstable, like a police officer. 

83. President Theodore Roosevelt sent military forces to help Panama break away from 

Colombia to gain land for the Panama Canal. 

84. The Panama Canal connected the Atlantic & Pacific Oceans which made travel from 

America’s East Coast to West Coast much faster and cheaper.   
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The Great War 

85. The MAIN causes of The Great War (WWI) were militarism, secret alliances, imperialism, 

and nationalism. 

86. The spark that started The Great War was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 

Austria-Hungary by a Serbian rebel. 

87. Other countries blamed Germany for The Great War because its military was biggest and 

most aggressive. 

88. Officially, America tried to stay out of WWI but still sent supplies to the Allies before 

joining. 

89. America joined the Allies after the Zimmerman Note from Germany that promised to help 

Mexico recapture parts of America if Mexico joined the Central Powers. 

90. America helped the Allies win WWI by providing fresh troops and implementing the convoy 

system and minefield in the Atlantic Ocean to protect ships from German U-Boats. 

91. The Treaty of Versailles that officially ended The Great War was negotiated by Great Britain, 

France, and America – Germany was not invited. 

92. The Treaty of Versailles forced Germany to accept blame for WWI, pay reparations for 

damages, lose all its colonies, shrink its borders, and minimalize its military. 

93. The Treaty of Versailles’s punishment of Germany and treatment of other countries led to 

conditions & feelings that would start World War II. 

 

The Great Depression 

94. The major causes of the Great Depression were agricultural struggles, stock speculation, 

buying on margin, and unequal distribution of wealth. 

95. The Dust Bowl was a 150,000 square-mile area of farms damaged by drought, wind, 

overgrazing of livestock, and loss of topsoil. 

96. Banks failed and closed during the Great Depression because people couldn’t pay their 

loans back and the banks ran out of money. 

97. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s (FDR) New Deal was created to ease suffering and 

prevent another severe depression, not end the Great Depression. 

98. Social Security was created to help senior citizens who had lost their homes and savings 

during the Great Depression. 

99. Japan executed a well-planned surprise attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor Hawaii 

on December 7, 1941. 

100. The attack on Pearl Harbor caused the US to enter WWII and ended the Great 

Depression by creating new defense jobs producing war materials. 


